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Name:________________________________  

  
       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing. These were 

usually activities only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an air show in Los Angeles, California. 

There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los Angeles. 

After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three hundred 

feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook taught Earhart to fly in Long Beach, California. Flying was easy 

for Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she bought her first 

plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she named The Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a flight across the Atlantic 

Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane. Amelia would 

become the first woman to fly across the Atlantic. Earhart called herself little 

more than “baggage” for this flight. She knew that she really wanted to make 

the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart reached her goal! She became the 

first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic. When she returned, Earhart 

married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico. Then 

they flew east. They landing in many countries along the way so they could fill up 

on gas and get supplies. In Australia, they stopped to fix the plane before 

heading to New Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 

7,000 miles to go. After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several calls over 

the radio, asking about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off 

course. They were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are different ideas about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Today, many look up 

to Earhart for her courage and her important role in history. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. _____ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. _____ Where was Earhart born? 

12. _____ What are some of the ideas about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. _____ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. _____ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. _____ What did Earhart ask about on her last radio calls?   
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Name:________________________________  

  
       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing, which were 

activities usually only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an air show in Los Angeles, California. 

There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los Angeles. 

After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three hundred 

feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook was Earhart’s flying instructor in Long Beach, California. Flying 

came easily to Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she bought 

her first plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she named The 
Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a historic flight across the 

Atlantic Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane. Amelia 

would become the first woman to make the trip across the Atlantic. Earhart 

called herself little more than “baggage” for this flight. She became more 

determined than ever to make the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart 

reached her goal and became the first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic. 

When she returned, Earhart married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico. Then 

they flew east, landing in many countries along the way to fill up on gas and to 

get supplies. In Australia, they stopped to fix the plane before heading to New 

Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 7,000 miles to go. 

After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several calls over the radio, asking 

about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off course and they 

were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are many theories about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Regardless, 

Earhart is admired for her courage and her groundbreaking role in history. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. _____ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. _____ Where was Earhart born? 

12. _____ What are some of the theories about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. _____ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. _____ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. _____ What did Earhart ask about on her last radio calls?   
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Name:________________________________  

  
       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing, which were 

activities usually only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an aerial show in Los Angeles, 

California. There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los 

Angeles. After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three 

hundred feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook was Earhart’s flying instructor in Long Beach, California. Flying 

came easily to Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she 

purchased her first plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she 

named The Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a historic flight across the 

Atlantic Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane, but Amelia 

would become the first woman to make the trip across the Atlantic. Earhart 

called herself little more than “baggage” for this flight. She became more 

determined than ever to make the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart 

reached her goal and became the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. 

When she returned, Earhart married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico and then 

flew east, landing in many countries along the way to fill up on gas and to get 

supplies. In Australia, they stopped to make repairs to the plane before heading 

to New Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 7,000 miles 

to go. After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several distress calls over the 

radio, asking about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off 

course and they were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are many theories about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Regardless, 

Earhart is admired for her courage and her groundbreaking role in history. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. _____ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. _____ Where was Earhart born? 

12. _____ What are some of the theories about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. _____ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. _____ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. _____ What did Earhart ask about on her distress calls?   
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Name:___________________________________________________  

  
       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Prehistoric dragonflies were quite a bit larger than 

dragonflies today. They were the size of seagulls and  

their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        There are about 5,000 different species of modern dragonflies. They can 

be found around the world in warm climates. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or 

near the water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or simultaneously. They can hover in one 

place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in 

the world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of 

colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to detect even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is devoted to vision! 

        Dragonflies are carnivores and like to eat tiny insects like flies, midges, 

gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in the air while 

flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a basket. They 

swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. Then they often 

eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include reptiles (like lizards), 

ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and an immature 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. It immediately looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during prehistoric times. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. _____ What are compound eyes? 

11. _____ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. _____ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. _____ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. _____ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. _____ How many species of dragonflies are there?  
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Name:____________________________________  

  
       The fennec fox lives in North Africa and can 

be found throughout the Sahara Desert and east 

to Sinai and Arabia. Fennec foxes prefer to live in 

sandy deserts and arid regions with low growing 

plants.  

       The fennec fox uses its sharp curved claws to 

dig large burrows with tunnels up to 32 feet in 

length. These dens have many entrances and exits to help them escape from 

predators. Fennec foxes line their burrows with bits of fur and feathers to 

make them soft and cozy. They sleep during the day to escape the heat of the 

desert. Most foxes live alone but fennec foxes are social animals. They live in 

family groups of up to ten members.  

      The fennec fox is about fifteen inches long and weighs about three pounds. 

Its tail is 7 - 12 inches long and has a black tip. The fennec fox’s tail is useful 

because it helps the fox change direction as it runs. Its tail also keep its nose and 

feet warm while it sleeps. The fennec fox has tan fur, so it blends in with its 

sandy habitat. Its fur is thick to keep it warm during cold desert nights. 

      One of the things that makes the fennec fox easy to recognize is its ears. Its 

ears are especially large compared to its body. The fennec fox’s ears always 

stand straight up and are four to six inches in length. They have excellent 

hearing and are able to hear underground prey. Their ears also help them get 

rid of body heat to cool the foxes in the hot desert climate. 

        At night, fennec foxes search for food. They are omnivores (eat both meat 

and plants) and hunt for insects like grasshoppers or locust, small birds, mice, 

and lizards. They also eat roots, grasses, fruits, and berries. They can survive a 

long time without water. In fact, they get most of their water from the foods 

they eat. 

         Usually, fennec foxes have one litter of pups, with two to five babies, each 

year. The pups weigh only about 50 grams when they are born. The pups are 

born blind but open their eyes when they are about eight to eleven days old. 

They start walking when they are about two weeks old. The pups drink their 

mother’s milk for the first ten weeks of life. They become adults at nine to 

eleven months old. Fennec foxes live about 12 years in the wild.   
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how long a fennec fox’s 
ears are. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes how the fennec fox’s tail is 
helpful when it sleeps. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes how its thick fur is 
helpful at night. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells how many babies are usually 
born in a litter. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains what kind of plants the 
fennec fox eats. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what fennec foxes do 
to make their burrows soft and cozy. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes where fennec foxes live 
in North Africa. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how many fennec foxes 
live in a group. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ How long is the fennec fox’s tail? 

10. _____ Which insects do fennec foxes like to eat? 

11. _____ How large are fennec fox pups when they are first born? 

12. _____ How does its tail help it when it runs? 

13. _____ Why do fennec foxes sleep during the day? 

14. _____ How do fennec foxes get most of their water? 

15. _____ How are fennec fox’s ears helpful to them?   
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        The Iguazu Falls were made by a 

volcano many years ago. These beautiful 

waterfalls can be found on the border of 

Brazil and Argentina in South America. Each 

year, Iguazu has the most flowing water of 

all the waterfalls in the world. The Iguazu 

Falls flow into the Parana River. The Parana 

River is the second longest river in South America, after the Amazon River. In 

2011, the Iguazu Falls became one of the New Seven Wonders of Nature! 

            The Iguazu Falls has 275 waterfalls on about two miles of the Iguazu River. 

Most of the waterfalls (80%) are on the Argentina side. The waterfalls are from 

197 to 350 feet in height. Many of the falls are named after places which are 

nearby. One of the falls on the Argentina side is named after a Spanish explorer.  

Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca was the first explorer from Europe to see the falls 

in 1541.  

         Most visitors like to go to an area called The Devil's Throat. This area has a 

horseshoe shaped cliff with 14 waterfalls. The waterfalls drop more than 350 

feet! The Devil’s Throat has so much water that it creates a mist. The mist 

sometimes rises up to 490 feet in the air! 

        At The Devil’s Throat, as well as some other places in Iguazu Falls, you’ll see 

large, dark gray birds called Great Dusky Swifts. These birds fly through the 

water. They fly around the falls. Thousands of them cling to the rocky cliffs 

behind the waterfalls. Here they breed and build nests made of moss, pebbles, 

and mud. The birds also find many insects to eat in the mist.  

         Iguazu Falls is found within a rainforest, called the Atlantic Rainforest. This 

rainforest is a home for lots of plants and animals. More than 2,000 kinds of 

plants, about 400 types of birds, 80 different kinds of mammals, and lots of 

insects live in the Atlantic Rainforest. Some of the animals living there are the 

maned sloth, golden lion tamarin, wooly spider monkey, and the red-tailed parrot. 

The Atlantic Rainforest is home to 60% of Brazil’s endangered animals!  

     Sadly, the Atlantic Rainforest has gotten much smaller in the last 100 years. 

This is because people have been cutting down trees for a number of reasons: 

for wood, to make room to grow crops like sugar cane or coffee, to ranch 

cattle, and to build homes and cities. There are conservation groups who are 

working hard to save the rainforest. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how many waterfalls there 
are at Iguazu Falls. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Iguazu Falls were 
made. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which explains how many falls are part of 
The Devil’s Throat. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells when Iguazu Falls became a 
New Seven Wonders of Nature. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains what Great Dusky Swifts 
look like. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes why the Atlantic 
Rainforest has gotten smaller in size. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells which explorer was the first 
European to see Iguazu Falls. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells about how high the mist rises 
from The Devil’s Throat. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ What happened to the Atlantic Rainforest in the last 100 years? 

10. _____What do Great Dusky Swifts use to make their nests? 

11. _____Which area of the Iguazu Falls is the place with the most visitors?  

12. _____The Iguazu Falls is on the border of which two countries? 

13. _____ What percentage of Brazil’s endangered animals can be found in  

              the Atlantic Rainforest? 

14. _____ What types of animals live in the Atlantic Rainforest? 

15. _____ How tall are the falls at Iguazu Falls?    
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Name:_________________________________________  

  
       Levi Strauss was born in Germany on February 26, 

1829. He was the youngest of six children. His father 

died of a lung disease when he was sixteen. His mother 

then decided to move the family to New York City, since 

the older brothers were already living there. 

        In New York, Strauss’ brothers owned a store, so 

he started working there. Strauss learned how to 

manage a business and how to run a store.   

        When gold was discovered in 1848 at Sutter’s Mill in 

Northern California, the California Gold Rush began. People from all over the 

world flocked to California to try to strike it rich. Strauss was one of 300,000 

people who traveled to California! Straus however, was not interested in 

panning for gold, but was going to open a dry goods store. 

        At first, Strauss opened his store in San Francisco to sell goods to miners. 

As the city grew though, he sold supplies to people who lived in the city too. His 

store was filled with lots of different items like sewing supplies, clothing, 

bedding, canvas for tents, and tools. He became a very successful merchant and 

was well known in the area.  

        Jacob Davis was a tailor from Nevada who invented a new kind of durable 

work pants for miners. He bought the material for the pants from Strauss. 

Davis was the first to add metal rivets to the ends of the pockets to make them 

last longer. Although Davis had a great product, he could not afford the $81 

needed to buy a patent. In 1872, Davis asked Strauss to become his partner. 

Strauss agreed and together, they patented the rivet process. 

         These new pants were originally made of canvas, which was used to make 

ship sails, but eventually Strauss used a thick material called denim. He dyed the 

denim blue using indigo, to hide stains. The pants became known as Levis and 

later were called blue jeans. Davis moved to San Francisco and soon Levi Strauss 

and Company employed several hundred sewing workers to manufacture the 

jeans. Quickly, the jeans became his biggest sellers.  

        As Strauss became successful, he was faithful to donate much of his money 

to charity. In 1902, Strauss died peacefully at home at the age of 73. Strauss was 

such a respected businessman, that the City of San Francisco declared a 

business holiday so community business leaders could attend his funeral.  
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains why Davis wanted to 
become partners with Strauss. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Strauss learned to 
manage a business. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes why the denim used to 
make the work pants was dyed blue. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells which type of items Strauss 
sold in his dry goods store. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many people 
traveled to California for the Gold Rush. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes where Strauss was 
born. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes why the city had a 
business holiday for his funeral. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains what Davis added to the 
pockets to make them stronger. 

Directions: There are seven paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ What were the work pants for miners called? 

10. _____ How old was Strauss when he died? 

11. _____ Where was gold first discovered in California? 

12. _____ What type of work did Davis do in Nevada? 

13. _____ Before denim, what were the work pants made of? 

14. _____ How old was Strauss when his father died? 

15. _____ How do you know that Strauss was a generous person?   
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       Petra is one of the most famous 

historical archaeological sites. It was 

declared one of the New Wonders of the 

World in 2007! In the Greek language, Petra 

means rock. Much of the city was carved 

into the rock. Petra is also called the Rose 
City, because of the color of the sandstone 

rock.  

        The city is located in the high desert of the modern day country of Jordan. 

It can be found between the Dead Sea and the Red Sea. The city was built in 312 

BC and is about 2,000 years old. That makes it one of the oldest cities in the 

world! It was built by a group of people called the Nabataeans. Petra was their 

capital city. Some of the magnificent buildings carved from rock include temples, 

monuments, galleries, and tombs. In fact, as of now, over 800 tombs have been 

located. Scientist believe that so far, only 15% of the city has been uncovered by 

archaeologists.  

        The Nabataeans living in Petra were skilled stonemasons, carvers, and 

plumbers. They worshipped the Sun and built altars on the tops of their homes. 

The Nabataeans were also excellent traders. Petra’s location was on the main 

camel caravan trade route, between the Mediterranean and Arabian Seas. With 

so much trade, the Nabataeans became very wealthy. The city was so successful 

that it continued to grow, eventually having about 30,000 residents. 

        Besides the beautiful buildings, the city of Petra was famous for its water 

conduit system. The Nabataeans were able to build dams and reservoirs to store 

water, so they were able to have water when they needed it. This was especially 

important during periods of drought (little or no rain). The water conduit 

system was another reason the traders made sure to stop in Petra. 

        Petra suffered greatly when a major earthquake in 383 AD toppled many 

buildings and destroyed the water conduit system. Also, by the 4th Century AD 

more traders were traveling by sea instead of by land. Little by little, as 

merchants stopped coming to Petra, the Nabataeans left the city, until it was 

empty.  

        In 1812, a Swiss explorer, Johann Ludwig Burckhardt, rediscovered the city 

of Petra and introduced it to Europeans. Today, Petra is a very popular tourist 

attraction. About 500,000 people visit Petra each year.  

Petra 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what happened when an 
earthquake hit in 383 AD. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes why Petra is called the 
Rose City. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which tells how many people visit Petra 
each year. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells what Petra means in the Greek 
Language. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains when the city of Petra 
was built. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes how the Nabataeans 
became wealthy. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells how a water conduit system 
works. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells what the Nabataeans 
worshipped. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ What types of buildings were carved into the rock? 

10. _____When did traders start traveling more by sea? 

11. _____Which explorer rediscovered Petra?  

12. _____ Where is Petra located? 

13. _____ When did Petra become one of the New Wonders of the World? 

14. _____ How many people lived in Petra? 

15. _____ What is a drought?   
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Name:_____________________________________  

  
        If you’ve ever been to a carnival, a circus, 

or an amusement park, chances are you’ve 

seen or maybe even tried cotton candy! This 

fluffy sweet treat, also known as spun sugar 

or fairy floss, got its start in the 1400s. Back 

then, chefs from Europe made fancy desserts 

from sugar for royal families or rich land 

owners. They made golden webs, eggs, bird’s 

nests, castles, and other items out of spun sugar. 

        Before the late 1800s, making spun sugar was not only difficult to make, but 

it could be dangerous too. Chefs added sugar, water, and other items to copper 

pots. When the mixture was heated and melted, the chef quickly pulled the sugar 

mixture out of the pot. Then the chef used a fork or a whisk to spin the sugar in 

the air. They had to be careful not to get burned by the hot sugar mixture. 

       The first electrical cotton candy machine was invented in 1897 by a dentist 

named William Morrison and a candy maker, John C. Wharton, from Nashville, 

Tennessee. They took their cotton candy machine to the 1904 St. Louis World’s 

Fair. Twenty million people went to the World’s Fair! They set up a booth and 

made treats called Fairy Floss. They ended up selling 68,655 boxes. Each box cost 

25 cents which was not cheap at that time (about $6.99 in today’s money). In fact, 

a ticket to the World’s Fair was only twice that price. In those days, most 

workers in the United States made only $250 - $400 a year!  

       In 1900, Thomas Patton made a slightly different cotton candy machine. It 

used gas instead of electricity. In 1919, he sold cotton candy to the Ringling Bros. 

Circus. In the 1920s, fairy floss was renamed cotton candy.     

        For a long time, cotton candy was made by hand in small batches. That 

changed in 1972 when an automatic cotton candy machine was made. It allowed 

cotton candy to be made in large batches by machine. The cotton candy was then 

cut into rectangles and put into plastic. 

       Today, the favorite color for cotton candy is pink, followed by blue. Others 

colors are also sold, like purple, green, and yellow. Cotton candy also comes in 

different flavors like bubble gum, banana, watermelon, raspberry, vanilla, and 

chocolate. Did you know that there’s even a National Cotton Candy Day in the 

United States? It’s on December seventh!  

The History of Cotton Candy 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains why making cotton candy 
could be dangerous for chefs. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes the different cotton candy 
flavors. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which lists the kinds of items European 
chefs made out of spun sugar. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells which year Patton sold cotton 
candy to the Ringling Bros. Circus. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many people 
attended the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1904. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes how Thomas Patton’s 
cotton candy machine was different from the first cotton candy machines. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells which century fairy floss was 
first made. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells how cotton candy machines cut 
cotton candy into a shape. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ What is the favorite cotton candy color? 

10. _____When was fairy floss renamed cotton candy? 

11. _____How many boxes of cotton candy did Morrison and Wharton sell   

            at the World’s Fair?  

12. _____ In the 1800s, what two things did chefs use to spin cotton  

              candy in the air? 

13. _____ What are some places you might see cotton candy today? 

14. _____ When is National Cotton Candy Day? 

15. _____ In which year did Patton make his cotton candy machine?       
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Name:____________________________________  

  
        In 1911, Frank C. Mars started a small candy 

company in Newark, New Jersey named Mars 

Incorporated. Frank and his son, Forrest Mars 

created the Milky Way candy bar together in 

1923. They disagreed though, when it came to 

expanding their sales to Europe.  

         So, in the early 1930s, Forrest moved to Europe. The Spanish Civil War was 

going on at the time. Forrest saw British soldiers fighting in that war and eating 

chocolate candies. The candies were called Smarties but were nothing like the 

candies we call Smarties in the United States now. These had a chocolate center 

and a hard candy shell. Forrest liked that they didn’t melt easily in the summer 

heat and that they were small and easy to carry. 

        When Forrest moved back to the States, he got a patent for chocolates 

similar to Smarties. Since he and his father were still not getting along, he also 

started looking for a new partner. Like Forrest, Bruce Murrie was the son of a 

candy maker, William Murrie. William was the president of Hershey’s Chocolates. 

Bruce and his father also were not working well together and Bruce was looking 

for a new partner.  

        In 1940, Bruce and Forrest met and decided to form a new partnership. 

Forrest had the patent for the candy and Bruce had the Hershey’s chocolate 

recipe. Together, they created the chocolate candies under a new company, 

called Mars & Murrie. They liked the way their initials looked and named the 

candies M&M’s for short. 

        In the beginning, M&M’s were sold only to the United States military. When 

M&M’s were finally sold in the United States, they were first sold in cardboard 

tubes. By 1948 though, the packaging changed to the plastic bags they are sold in 

today. 

        Eventually Murrie left the company and Frank stopped using Hershey’s 

chocolate in M&M’s and used Mars chocolate instead. Later, when Frank died, 

Forest took over the family business (Mars) and combined it with his own 

company. 

         Over the years, the original M&M’s have stayed the same but new colors 

and flavors have been added. In 1954, Peanut M&M’s were the first flavor 

introduced. Today, there are dozens of flavors like caramel, peanut butter, 

pretzel, and birthday cake! 

The History of M & M’s 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains where Forrest first saw 
Smarties candies. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes William Murrie’s job title. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which lists M&M’s flavors. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells what happened in 1940. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains when Frank Mars started 
the Mars company. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what Forrest liked 
about Smarties when he first saw them. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells how M&M’s were first 
packaged. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells what Forrest did when his 
father died. 

Directions: There are seven paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ What was Forrest and Bruce’s new company called? 

10. _____When were peanut M&M’s first sold? 

11. _____What happened when Murrie left the company?  

12. _____ Which Mars candy bar did Frank and his son Forrest create     

              together? 

13. _____How are Smarties from England different from Smarties in the    

             United States? 

14. _____ Why were the candies called M&M’s? 

15. _____ How have M&M’s changed over the years?   
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        The Tower of London is located by the 

River Thames in London, England. It has been 

used for a variety of purposes over the years. 

It was a king’s residence, a Mint (where coins 

are made), a treasury, a zoo, and even a prison! 

Today, tourists are able to visit guard towers, 

walk the fortress walls, see the Crown Jewels, 

and look at Henry VIII’s armor.  

        The Tower of London was built in different phases at different times. The 

first part was built in 1066 by an army who invaded England, called the Normans 

(from Normandy, France). In the very center stands the White Tower, which was 

built by William the Conqueror in 1070. William the Conqueror wanted to use the 

castle as a fortress and a place to stay while he was in London. In 1097, William II, 

built a stone wall around the castle. Then Richard the Lionheart, added a moat 

around the outside wall for extra safety during his reign (1189-1199)! Later kings 

including King Henry III and King Edward I, built on to the castle to make it look 

much as it does today.  

       The Tower of London has housed the jewels of kings and queens since 

William the Conqueror ruled the land. The Crown Jewels, which are a set of 

priceless jewels, are carefully guarded in the Tower of London, day and night. 

        In 1100, the Tower of London was used as a prison for some of England’s 

most famous inmates. Some of the prisoners included royalty, like Anne Boleyn, 

who was the second wife of Henry VIII, Lady Jane Grey, who was queen for just 

a week, and two princes, Richard and Edward, who were only 9 and 12 years old! 

By the late 18th century, the Tower was not used as a prison very often.  

         Starting in 1210, the London Tower was used as a zoo called The Royal 

Menagerie (a menagerie is a collection of wild animals). During King John’s reign, 

animals from all over the world were sent to the London Tower. Many were 

gifts for the king. There were lions, elephants, ostriches, kangaroos, and polar 

bears. In 1832, the Royal Menagerie was closed by the Duke of Wellington. All of 

the animals were moved to the London Zoo.  

        In 1278, Henry the VIII set up the Royal Mint at the London Tower. The King 

ordered that all of Great Britain’s coins would be minted there. For the next 500 

years, most of England’s coins were made in the Tower of London. In the early 

1800s, a bigger space was needed, and the Mint was moved. 

The London Tower 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what visitors to the London 
Tower can see or do today. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes the Crown Jewels. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which lists the kinds of animals found in 
the Royal Menagerie. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells which king set up the Mint. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who built the White 
Tower. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes how some of the 
royalty were prisoners in the Tower of London. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells which king built a moat around 
the outside wall of the castle. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells the year the Tower of London 
was first used as a prison. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ Who was the first king to store his jewels in the Tower? 

10. _____How long were coins made in the Tower of London? 

11. _____Which king was married to Anne Boleyn?  

12. _____ The Tower of London is located near which river? 

13. _____ Where were the animals taken when the Royal Menagerie closed? 

14. _____ In which century did they stop using the Tower as a prison for  

              the most part? 

15. _____ Which king built a stone wall around the castle?   
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      The Matterhorn is sometimes called The 

Mountain of Mountains!  More people take 

pictures of this mountain than any other in 

the world! At 14,692 feet above sea level, the 

Matterhorn is one of the highest mountains in 

the Alps. It can be found in Europe, between 

Switzerland and Italy.  

        The Matterhorn has a pyramid shape. 

Each of its sides match up with a direction: 

north, south, east, and west. The mountain was made when two pieces of 

earth’s crust, called plates, bumped into each other. The Matterhorn’s peak is 

made of African rock. This is because the African plate and European plates 

were the plates which bumped into each other. 

        The mountain is not an easy one to climb. Since 1865, about 500 climbers 

have died on the Matterhorn. It is one of the deadliest peaks in the world. One of 

the reasons it is so difficult to climb is the Matterhorn’s pyramid shape. The 

weather also makes it dangerous. Climbers often have to face weather changes 

like heavy fog and gusty winds. Avalanches and rockfalls may occur too.  

        Still, 3,000 people a year try to make it to the top! That’s 150 people each 

day in the summer time! The first group of climbers to reach the peak were led 

by Edward Whymper in 1865. In 2015, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of their 

climb, lamps were placed along the route taken by Whymper and his team. 

        Besides Whymper and his group, other records have been set on the 

Matterhorn. For example, Lucy Walker was the first woman to reach the top on 

August 22, 1871. She climbed to the top wearing a white print dress. Her rival, 

Meta Brevoort, also reached the top of the Matterhorn a few weeks later. The 

oldest person to reach the top of the mountain was mountain guide, Ulrich 

Inderbinen. He climbed the mountain at the age of 90! The fastest climb took 

place on August 21, 2013. A Spanish mountain runner named Kilian Jornet climbed 

to the top of the Matterhorn in one hour and 56 minutes. He went from the top 

of the mountain to the bottom in two hours and 52 minutes! 

        One interesting fact is that one of the rides at Disneyland in Anaheim, 

California is called the Matterhorn. It stands at 147 feet high and is 100 times 

smaller than the real Matterhorn. Riders sit in speeding bobsleds as they go 

through the mountain, where they look for the Abominable Snowman.  

The Matterhorn 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains where the Matterhorn can 
be found. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how the mountain was 
made. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes the kinds of weather 
climbers may face while on the Matterhorn. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells how many climbers have died 
trying to climb the Matterhorn. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who was the first to 
reach the top of the Matterhorn. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes how many people climb 
the Matterhorn each year. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells where the Matterhorn ride is 
located. 

8. Using black, underline the text which tells what the Matterhorn is 
sometimes called. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. _____ Who was the first woman to climb the Matterhorn? 

10. _____How many people climb the Matterhorn each day in the summer? 

11. _____The Matterhorn’s peak was made from rock from which continent?  

12. _____ What did they do to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the first  

              climb to the top of the Matterhorn? 

13. _____ What might riders see on the Disneyland Matterhorn ride? 

14. _____ Who climbed the mountain in the fastest time? 

15. _____ What is a plate?   
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       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing. These were 

usually activities only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an air show in Los Angeles, California. 

There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los Angeles. 

After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three hundred 

feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook taught Earhart to fly in Long Beach, California. Flying was easy 

for Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she bought her first 

plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she named The Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a flight across the Atlantic 

Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane. Amelia would 

become the first woman to fly across the Atlantic. Earhart called herself little 

more than “baggage” for this flight. She knew that she really wanted to make 

the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart reached her goal! She became the 

first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic. When she returned, Earhart 

married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico. Then 

they flew east. They landing in many countries along the way so they could fill up 

on gas and get supplies. In Australia, they stopped to fix the plane before 

heading to New Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 

7,000 miles to go. After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several calls over 

the radio, asking about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off 

course. They were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are different ideas about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Today, many look up 

to Earhart for her courage and her important role in history. 

Amelia Earhart 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __5___ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. __4__ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. __1___ Where was Earhart born? 

12. ___6__ What are some of the theories about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. __3___ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. __4__ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. __5___ What did Earhart ask about on her last radio calls?   
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       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing, which were 

activities usually only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an air show in Los Angeles, California. 

There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los Angeles. 

After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three hundred 

feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook was Earhart’s flying instructor in Long Beach, California. Flying 

came easily to Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she bought 

her first plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she named The 
Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a historic flight across the 

Atlantic Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane. Amelia 

would become the first woman to make the trip across the Atlantic. Earhart 

called herself little more than “baggage” for this flight. She became more 

determined than ever to make the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart 

reached her goal and became the first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic. 

When she returned, Earhart married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico. Then 

they flew east, landing in many countries along the way to fill up on gas and to 

get supplies. In Australia, they stopped to fix the plane before heading to New 

Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 7,000 miles to go. 

After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several calls over the radio, asking 

about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off course and they 

were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are many theories about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Regardless, 

Earhart is admired for her courage and her groundbreaking role in history. 

Amelia Earhart 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __5___ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. __4__ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. __1___ Where was Earhart born? 

12. ___6__ What are some of the theories about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. __3___ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. __4__ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. __5___ What did Earhart ask about on her last radio calls?   
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Name:________________________________  

  
       Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in 

Atchison, Kansas. In those days, girls wore dresses 

all the time, but Earhart’s parents allowed her to 

wear pants. They also encouraged her to play 

football, baseball, and to go fishing, which were 

activities usually only boys did at the time.   

        In 1920, Earhart’s father took her to an aerial show in Los Angeles, 

California. There she bought a ticket to ride in an open-cockpit plane over Los 

Angeles. After her first ride, she wrote, "By the time I had gotten two or three 

hundred feet off the ground, I knew I had to fly."  

       Anita Snook was Earhart’s flying instructor in Long Beach, California. Flying 

came easily to Earhart and she became a skilled pilot. In July of 1920, she 

purchased her first plane. It was a bright yellow Kinner airplane which she 

named The Canary.  

        In 1926, Earhart was asked to be a passenger on a historic flight across the 

Atlantic Ocean. Wilmer Stultz and Louis Gordon would pilot the plane, but Amelia 

would become the first woman to make the trip across the Atlantic. Earhart 

called herself little more than “baggage” for this flight. She became more 

determined than ever to make the trip herself as the pilot. In 1932, Earhart 

reached her goal and became the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. 

When she returned, Earhart married the millionaire publisher, George Putnam. 

        On June 1, 1937, Earhart and her copilot, Fred Noonan, set off on a flight 

around the world. They started out by flying from Miami to Puerto Rico and then 

flew east, landing in many countries along the way to fill up on gas and to get 

supplies. In Australia, they stopped to make repairs to the plane before heading 

to New Guinea. At this point they had flown 22,000 miles and only had 7,000 miles 

to go. After they left New Guinea, Earhart sent several distress calls over the 

radio, asking about the weather. Shortly afterwards, their plane went off 

course and they were never seen again. 

        President Roosevelt sent navy ships and aircraft to search the area but 

nothing was found. Today, there are many theories about what happened. Some 

think they ran out of gas, the plane crashed, and they drowned. Others think 

Earhart may have been taken prisoner on one of the islands. Regardless, 

Earhart is admired for her courage and her groundbreaking role in history. 

Amelia Earhart 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains what Earhart wore as a 
child, which was unusual for the times. 

 2. Using red, underline the text which describes how Earhart became 
interested in flying. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes Earhart’s first airplane. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells who her copilot was on the 
trip around the world. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains who taught Earhart to fly. 

6. Using orange, underline the text which describes what President 
Roosevelt did when Earhart’s plane was missing. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which tells who Earhart married. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains which activities Earhart 
liked to do as a child. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __5___ Where did the flight around the world start? 

10. __4__ Which two pilots flew the plane across the Atlantic when Earhart  

              was a passenger? 

11. __1___ Where was Earhart born? 

12. ___6__ What are some of the theories about what happened to Earhart  

              on her last flight? 

13. __3___ What did Earhart name her first plane? 

14. __4__ When did Earhart become the first woman to fly solo across the  

              Atlantic? 

15. __5___ What did Earhart ask about on her distress calls?   
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were a lot 

larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls. From the end of one wing to the other was two 

and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm places. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water. They live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        A dragonfly is an insect. It has six legs and three main body parts: a head, a 

thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two wings, 

dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and see-through 

(transparent). They can move each pair of wings separately or at the same time. 

They can fly in one place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the 

fastest flying insects in the world. They fly at about 30 miles per hour. 

Dragonflies can be many colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes. They have excellent eyesight A 

dragonfly has compound eyes. This means that each eye has thousands of 

smaller eyes. Their eyes let them see even the smallest movements. Scientists 

have found that most of a dragonfly’s brain (80%) is used for sight! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores). They like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators are reptiles 

(like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. A butterfly has four stages. A 

dragonfly has three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. Dragonflies have an 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch. A young dragonfly, 

called a nymph is born. Nymphs live in the water for up to three years. As the 

nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. When the nymph is 

ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night. It sits on a plant. 

The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply molts for a final 

time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the dragonfly is able to 

fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. (2 possible answers) 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Dragonflies who lived in the dinosaur age were quite 

a bit larger than dragonflies today. They were the size of 

seagulls and their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        Today, there are about 5,000 different kinds of dragonflies. They can be 

found around the world in warm areas. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or near the 

water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or together. They can fly in one place 

and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in the 

world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of colors, 

from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to notice even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is used for vision! 

        Dragonflies are meat eaters (carnivores) and like to eat tiny insects like 

flies, midges, gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in 

the air while flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a 

basket. They swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. 

Then they often eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include 

reptiles (like lizards), ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and a young 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. Right away, it looks for its first meal as an adult. 

Dragonflies 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during the dinosaur age. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many kinds of dragonflies are there?  
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       Dragonflies have been around for millions of years. 

Prehistoric dragonflies were quite a bit larger than 
dragonflies today. They were the size of seagulls and  
their wingspan was two and a half feet across! 

        There are about 5,000 different species of modern dragonflies. They  

can be found around the world in warm climates. Dragonflies lay their eggs on or 

near the water, so they live near rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands. 

        Since a dragonfly is an insect, it has six legs and three main body parts: a 

head, a thorax, and an abdomen. Unlike flies and mosquitoes, which have two 

wings, dragonflies have four wings. Their wings are long and transparent. They 

can move each pair of wings separately or simultaneously. They can hover in one 

place and even fly backwards! They are also some of the fastest flying insects in 

the world, flying at about 30 miles per hour. Dragonflies can be a variety of 

colors, from white, to green, red, yellow, or blue. 

        A dragonfly has two very large eyes and has excellent eyesight. Since a 

dragonfly has compound eyes, each eye has thousands of smaller eyes. Their 

eyes allow them to detect even the slightest movement. Scientists have found 

that 80% of a dragonfly’s brain is devoted to vision! 

        Dragonflies are carnivores and like to eat tiny insects like flies, midges, 

gnats, mosquitoes, bees, and butterflies. They catch their prey in the air while 

flying. To catch their prey, dragonflies use their legs to create a basket. They 

swoop in to catch their prey and hold it in place with their legs. Then they often 

eat their prey while still flying. Dragonfly predators include reptiles (like lizards), 

ducks, frogs and toads, fish, and small mammals. 

        A dragonfly has an interesting life cycle. Instead of four stages, like the 

butterfly, dragonflies have three stages: egg, nymph, and adult. They go through 

incomplete metamorphosis. Females lay their eggs near the water, or in the 

water, often on floating plants. In two weeks, the eggs hatch and an immature 

dragonfly, called a nymph, emerges. Nymphs live in the water for up to three 

years. As the nymphs grow, they molt (shed their skin) about fifteen times. 

When the nymph is ready to become an adult, it climbs out of the water at night 

and sits on a plant. The dragonfly does not make a chrysalis or a cocoon. It simply 

molts for a final time and an adult emerges! When the wings become dry, the 

dragonfly is able to fly. It immediately looks for its first meal as an adult. 
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Directions: For numbers 1 - 8, use your crayons to underline evidence from the text. 
Make sure to underline the complete sentence, and not simply a word or two. 

1. Using blue, underline the text which explains how fast dragonflies fly. 

2. Using red, underline the text which describes the size of a dragon’s 
wingspan during prehistoric times. 

3. Using yellow, underline the text which describes which animals are 
predators of the dragonfly. 

4. Using green, underline the text which tells why dragonflies live near 
water. 

5. Using purple, underline the text which explains how many wings a 
dragonfly has. 

6.  Using orange, underline the text which describes how many stages the 
dragonfly has in its life cycle. 

7. Using brown, underline the text which describes what a dragonfly likes 
to eat. 

8. Using black, underline the text which explains how often a nymph molts. 

Directions: There are six paragraphs in the passage. Match the question about the 
text, to the number of the paragraph where the answer is found.  

9. __3___ How does a dragonfly move its wings? 

10. __4___ What are compound eyes? 

11. __5___ How do dragonflies use their legs to catch prey? 

12. __3___ What color is a dragonfly? 

13. __1___ How long have dragonflies been around? 

14. __6___ What is a dragonfly’s life cycle like? 

15. __2___ How many species of dragonflies are there?  
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