
Cause and Effect: Earth Day History 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Directions: Read the information below and then fill in the cause and effect chart on  
the back of this page. 

In 1962, Gaylord Nelson was very concerned about the environment. He 
decided that something needed to be done to protect it. At that time, it seemed that no 
one was interested in problems like air or water pollution or deforestation (the 
destruction of trees). In fact, in a 1962 article, Nelson said, “For several years, it has 
been troubling me, that the state of the environment is simply a non-issue in the 
politics of our country." 

Nelson, a former governor of Wisconsin and in 1962, a senator, knew that he 
needed to get politicians involved to help make changes. He decided to travel to 
Washington, D.C. to get the support of President John F. Kennedy. First, he met with 
the President’s brother, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who agreed that 
protecting the environment was an important issue. Soon President Kennedy also 
heard Nelson's concerns and agreed that he would help him take action. Shortly after, 
the President visited 11 states, giving speeches about conservation. 

 Nelson, inspired by the widely publicized 1960’s Vietnam anti-war movement, 
wanted to promote his ideas about protecting the environment in a similar way. So 
Nelson traveled to 25 states talking about how important it was to save the 
environment. Although many people were starting to support his viewpoint, the 
politicians were still uninterested. 

In 1969, Nelson got the idea for Earth Day after touring an oil spill off the 
coast of Santa Barbara. He was in an airplane flying to San Francisco, when he read 
a newspaper article about “teach-ins”, which were held on college campuses. He 
decided to use this strategy for the first Earth Day. 

Supporters from across the country prepared teach-ins, which were 
environmental lessons for students of all ages. Nelson and his staff estimated that 20 

million Americans—from 10,000 elementary and high schools, 2,000 colleges, and 

over 1,000 communities—participated on this first Earth Day on April 22, 1970.  

The success of the first Earth Day led to many exciting changes. First, the UN 
Secretary General established Earth Day as an official international holiday on 
March 21, 1971. Thanks to Nelson’s efforts, the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency was created and the Clean Air, Clean Water, and Endangered 
Species Acts were approved. 

On July 3, 2005, Nelson died, but he will always be remembered for creating a 
special day for all of us to focus on taking better care of planet Earth. Today, Earth 
Day is celebrated in the United States, as well as throughout the world. Every year on 
April 22, millions of people focus on celebrating the earth and protecting the 
environment because of Senator Nelson.  
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               Cause                        Effect 

In 1962, Nelson was very concerned       __________________________________ 

about the environment.                                   __________________________________ 

 

        

_________________________________         He wanted to speak with President   

_________________________________         Kennedy. 

 

 Kennedy listened to Nelson and said        __________________________________ 

 that he would take action.                              _________________________________ 

Nelson wanted to promote his ideas          __________________________________ 

like the anti-war movement did.                   __________________________________                                                     

    

_________________________________         He got the idea for Earth Day. 

_________________________________        

                                                                           

_________________________________         Students of all ages were involved in 

_________________________________         Earth Day lessons on the first Earth   

                                                                                  Day in 1970.  

 

__________________________________       The United States Environmental          

__________________________________       Protection Agency was created and            

__________________________________       the Clean Air, Clean Water, and        

                                                                                  Endangered Species Acts were                                    

                                                              approved.     



  

  

Informational Text Structures 

To examine the differences 
between using paper or 

plastic shopping bags…    
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5. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 

 

 

To explain the health benefits 

from planting more trees… 
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6. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 
 

To look at a zebra’s physical 
features, its food 

preferences, and its habitat… 
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7. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 

To look at how natural pest 
control methods work the 

same as pesticides and how 

they are different… 
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8. Which text structure would you choose? 



Figurative Language:  Earth Idioms 
 

                                   Name: __________________________________________ 

                              Directions: Match the idioms to their real meanings. 
 

1. Salt of the earth   _____ 

2. Fall off the face of the earth _____ 

3. Bring you down to earth_____ 

4. It costs the earth _____ 

 

5. Go to the ends of the earth _____ 

6. How on earth…? _____ 

7. Heaven on earth _____ 

8. Down to earth_______ 

 

9. Move heaven and earth_____ 

10. Wipe someone/something off the 
face of the earth_____ 
11. The scum of the earth ____ 

12. Follow you to the ends of the 
earth_____ 

 

13. Not earth shattering news _____ 

14. Like nothing on earth _____ 

15. The four corners of the earth 
_____ 

16. Go to earth _____ 

 

 

A. Help you face reality/the truth 

B. A very good person 

C. It was expensive 

D. Missing/gone 

 

E. Something extremely good 

F. Practical and sensible 

G. Do everything possible 

H. It’s hard to believe 
 
 
I. Very bad people 

J. Do whatever you can to achieve a 
goal 

K. Go wherever you go 

L. To completely remove 
 

 

 
M. Everywhere 

N. Go where people can’t find you 

O. Not surprising 

P.  You’ve never seen it before 
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Directions: Choose an earth idiom from the front side of this paper. In the top box, 
draw a picture of that idiom's literal meaning (what it is saying). In the bottom box, 
draw a picture of what the idiom really means. 

Idiom (literal meaning):  _______________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 

Idiom (real meaning):  ________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 
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Haiku Poem 
  

 
Haiku is an ancient form of poetry that comes from Japan. These three lined poems 
deal with nature and feelings about the natural world. Each line of haiku is not a 
complete sentence but is a simple phrase.  
 
Haiku poems must be written following a syllable pattern. The number of words is not 
as important as the number of “beats” per line. 
 
Line 1: Five syllables 
Line 2: Seven syllables 
Line 3: Five syllables 
 

 
Hummingbird 
By Miss Larson 
 

Chirping in the trees, 
In mid-air with beating wings, 
Tiny precious bird. 
                                
                                             
                                            Waves 
                                                                   By Miss Larson 
 

                                                                   Curling blue water, 
                                                         Splashing at the sandy shore, 
                                                         Beautiful ocean. 
 

 
 
Mountains 
By Miss Larson 
 

Reaching to the sky, 
Birds singing in the pine trees, 
Home for animals. 
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__________________________

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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Haiku Poem 
__________________________ 

Name  

__________________________ 
Title 

 



  

  

Informational Text Structures 

To tell about how batteries can leak 
toxic materials when they are thrown 
in the trash and what people can do 

to recycle them properly… 
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17. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 

 

To tell which endangered animals 

can be found in Asia…  
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18. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 
 

To explain how the National 
Parks in the West are alike 

and how they are different…  
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19. Which text structure would you choose? 

Informational Text Structures 

To give step by step 
instructions for planting an 

oak tree… 
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20. Which text structure would you choose? 



Main Idea Matching: Endangered Animals 
Name: _____________________________________________ 

Directions: Match each supporting detail to its main idea by writing the  
number of the main idea on the line. 

1. Loss of habitat has led to more endangered animals. 

2. Overhunting and overfishing has led to more endangered animals. 

3. Pollution has led to more endangered animals. 

4. Non-native species moved into a new habitat by humans has led to more 
endangered species. 

 
A.  Many types of whales almost became extinct due to commercial whaling. ______  

B. Polar bears, are slowly losing sea ice due to higher worldwide temperatures, 
which      cause the ice to melt.______  

C. Grasslands have been cleared for agriculture and to make room for cities. 
______  

D. The baiji is a fresh water dolphin species from China that became endangered 
from living in a major river that became very polluted______  

E. Elephants are hunted for their tusks, which make valuable ivory products in Asia. 
____  

F. Bald Eagles were endangered due to the pesticide DDT, which is now banned. 
______  

G. Zebra mussels came to the U.S. from Europe/Asia in the ship’s discharge water 
that they dumped in the Great Lakes. The mussels out-compete native species for 
food. ____  

H. Oil spills in the ocean can damage marine ecosystems and cause the death of 
countless seabirds and marine creatures. _____ 

I. Deserts are sometimes damaged by overgrazing livestock, off-road vehicles, 
military equipment, mining and irrigation.______  

J. The jaguar is often killed for its beautiful fur. _____  

K. Burmese pythons are not native to the Everglades but were brought there 
originally as rejected pets and now have disrupted the food chain.______  

L. Approximately 1 acre of rainforest is destroyed every second ______ 
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Main Idea Matching: Endangered Animals Key 

Directions: Match each supporting detail to its main idea by writing the  
number of the main idea on the line. 

1. Loss of habitat has led to more endangered animals. 

2. Overhunting and overfishing has led to more endangered 
animals. 

3. Pollution has led to more endangered animals. 

4. Non-native species moved into a new habitat by humans has led 
to more endangered species. 

 
A. Many types of whales almost became extinct due to commercial whaling. ___2___  

B. Polar bears, are slowly losing sea ice due to higher worldwide temperatures, 
which cause the ice to melt.___1___  

C. Grasslands have been cleared for agriculture and to make room for cities. 
___1___  

D. The baiji is a fresh water dolphin species from China that became endangered 
from living in a major river that became very polluted__3____  

E. Elephants are hunted for their tusks, which make valuable ivory products in Asia. 
__2_  

F. Bald Eagles were endangered due to the pesticide DDT, which is now banned. 
__3___  

G. Zebra mussels came to the U.S. from Europe/Asia in the ship’s discharge water 
that they dumped in the Great Lakes. These out-compete native species for food. 
__4___  

H. Oil spills in the ocean can damage marine ecosystems and cause the death of 
countless seabirds and marine creatures. __3___ 

I. Deserts are sometimes damaged by overgrazing livestock, off-road vehicles, 
military equipment, mining and irrigation.___1___  

J. The jaguar is often killed for its beautiful fur. __2___  

K. Burmese pythons are not native to the Everglades but were brought there 
originally as rejected pets and now have disrupted the food chain.___4___  

L. Approximately 1 acre of rainforest is destroyed every second ___1___ 
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